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Gentlemens:

Every year, with the expansion of our relationships and activities, I find
it inereasingly difficult to compress within the usual limits of my Annual Report
all thet seems not only interesting bubt even vital to a full understanding of our
work and its opportunities and problems. This Report is based upon for Reworts whieh
come to the President from the execubives of the four divigions of the University, plus
the Treasurer's Heport which gives the financial background of all of them. But again,
back of these four Heports of the departmental executives lie reports from their as-
socigtes. In the case of the Gollege, there ars nine such reports, so that the Presi-
dent's Ropokt with its 24 pages covers & body of material axcaeding one hundred pages
of typewritten matter, not to count asocme £ifty pages of the Treasurer's Report. It
must be understocod therefare that the President's Heporit touches only the main features
of the year's work. Where any Trustese has a particular interest in any special phese
of the work to which reference is made, he should ask Tor the more detailed Heports
thet lie back of these references and which are generslly available in Philadelphia.
The dominant impression to be conveyed concerning the year 1934-35 is that
it hes been & vear of cheer and goodwill in all the relationships of the TUniversity
with the publilc in Zzypt. Every department testifies to this changed attitude of the
publie, which proves what we tried %c explain a year a o, that hostilities %o Christian
institutions, at least in ¥gypt, have been generally caused, or made effective, by polit-

ieal influences; so that, when the agitation in the press dies down, the more friendly




attitude of the people finds expression again. As the effects of the hostility of

the Moslem press were most noticeable in the work of the Division of Hxbension, so

we find there the moat noticeable resulis of the new friendly abtmosphere. In proof,
let me guots the Tollowing sentences from their Report, "With the exception of the
years 1931-33, when the number of programs wes greatly inecrssged by radio lectures and
the popularity of the newly arrived '¥ing of XKings' film, we have actually sponsored
more meetings this past yvear than any rrevicus year and 23 more than in 1833-34. The
number of leetures alone is the highest for three years... ot only did the avarsge
attendance inerease 604 to the best figure for three years; but a number of ‘nstitu-
tiona and individuals who were actively concerned in the boyeott, returned to coop-
arate once egain... It is surprising that while last year, Al Gihad led the attacks
againgt our inatituﬁion, this vear its owner himself was one of our lecituresrsl Mozme
surprising still 1s the fact that the Headmasiter of Dar-el-Ulum, the second blggest
Tglemic institution in Bgypbt, the first being 41 Ashar, requested that we reserve &
place on cur program for the professors of his institution %o give lectures on TArabie
Literature', whereas lest vear, his teachers and students refused our free and re-
peated invitaition fo attend any of our legtures.”

The recovery of good will was clso very manifest in the Commencement ex-
ercises of the University when ihe Minister of Finance, member of the King's Cabinet,
consented %o be the speaker of honor, and the Minister of Edueation sat on our plat-
form, while three other of the existing Covernment's llinisters were present, not to
mention many obher notsbles and high officials. There have bsen years when we could
not secure at our Commencement the presence of & single active member of the Cabinet.

recount ing
While/this recovery of our popularity and favor with the public, 1t is worth while
to add the caution of cne of my staff, who wrote max me as follows some months ago
at the turn of the tide, "We do well %o remember as Christian missionaries that just

as we wera really only slightly disliked by the people when the kiosliem press was

attacking us so fiercely, so now we may be only superficiaslly liked when all people




-

are praising us™. I venbture tc quote, Lthersefore from my Report of a vesr ago %o

point out the surer ground on which we stand. "I wish to share with you three cone

vietions which seem to me to guarantee the permancy of the Ameriecan University at
Cairc. The first is the certainty that the basic need for edueation will gontinue in
Egypt. We ars dealing not in some luxury that scelety might dispenss with, but in one
of those Tundamental community needs which is bound to econtinue. It is hard to be-
ileve that, given courage, perseverance and ecreativeness, we could be shut out from
the educational market. The second point is our strategic loeation in the Moslen
world. DNot unless you pleture to yourself the Sotal sbandomment of all foreign mis-
sionary work in Moslem lands, can you imagine work at so strategic a center as curs
and work of such a strategic Type &as curs being given un. The third consideraiion

is the abiding worth of the Christlian messege and life. Allow for a thousand adjust-
ments and readjustments in the methods of our appreoach to the lMoslem, in the end you
8+1ll have vaiusg to Ilmpari which Islam needs and will want and which are Zound no-

where =lse than in Christ. S0 we may rest assured: this work of ours is secure”.

Another generel impression goined of the rear's work has to do with the
cutreach of our influence. The imerican University at Cairo was founded in the hope
thet it might touch areas of life in EBgypt and regions beyond the limits of Egyph,
hitherto untouched by conventional nissionary methods. This year shows further achieve-
ments in this direction. The College enrollment shows 13 nationalities in 1%s student
bodye The School of OUriental -Studies has nine different nationalities rapresenﬁed in
its student body. The outreach of influence through the Division of Jxtension may be
indged by the following: '"Twenty-one of our 43 lechures wers published in ftoto by
dally newspapers op magazines; and cothers in rard, many tlmes with editorial comment.

In two caass, at least, ocur lectures wers used by journals in Syria and Trag. Such a

broddcast distribubtion of idess from our platform cannot fail to have i1ts effect in




adm

liberalizing public thought. Purthemmore, when the volume of lectures by Mohsmmad.
Kurd A11 end Taha Hussein, now being printed by Elas' Modern Press, is published, the
effect will go farther and be more permanent™. Amir EPf. Boktor, whosse knowledge of
conditions in his own country is very sccurate and extensive, ventures the following
Judgment as to bhe influence of the American University in educaticonal eireles in
Zgypt: "Never has the philosophy of American Edueaticn penetrated the minds of Bgyot-
ians until the last seven or eight wears, or little after the Poundation of the Amer-
lean University. Seated in its small building in the proximity of the Ministry of
Bdueation, in spife of its comparatively limited activities, it has been able to
uproot some of the worn out theories of Edueation, to make the authorities guestion their
exisbting praectices, to copy, adapt, and adopt modern cnes and above 211 to introduce
to the Ogyptians the outslanding educators of the world, unctably those of Ameries,
their best ideas and ideals. The American Unlversity has been the greatest single
Taetor to bring to the notice of intelligent Bgypiians in such a short period the best
there is of the culture and elvilizabion of Awericam. It has been able to meke the
people realize that America is more than a distant curicus land where automobiles,
gctors, achresses and eccentric incidents are nroduced¥. Sursely such evidences of

the outreach in influsnce of the University indicste that it is fulfilling one of the
important aims cherished by its founders.

Before passing to a separate consideraticon of the several divisions of
our work, I wish to reecord another impressicn of the vear's work of which T am deeply.
congeious and yet which I find very difficult to desl with. It is the .revailing
fealing within ocur own steff of limitation and fesbleness with reference to the scale
of our operations and our resources of perscmnel. This feeling is wholly natural and

aven commendable, although deeply distressing at the same time. For one thing, it is

the notural result of the sugcess of our enterprige. Fiftesn years of foundation




.

laying have yielded a harvest of cpportunity in almmsﬁ every directions Arriving in
the Near East 50 years after the great Near Zast Christian Colleges, we have not been
permitted to develop slowly in the aren we undertook %o occupy. Nor have we had time
to build up a big endowment such as the Ameriean University of Deirut possesses. He
have besen thrust suddenly into a most significant position of leadership, or rather
let us say, a positicn exacting from us leadershin far beyond our limited rescursas of
money, of brain power, of personnel. Another fector has aggraveted the situstion.
Three years ago, when we reduced our budget seven~-ssvenbeenths, every department foughi
devotedly to maintain the work that was dear to its heart and thet hed bean sc pain-
fully built up. Double loads were assumed in the face of reduced staffs. A skeleton
organizetion was maintained in the hope that we could soon get back to where we ware.
How that the third year has come of guch depleted rescurces and persomnel, I can see &
re:nl danger of breaks 3o health or what is worse, to courage. Likewise, I see an im-
aairment of what was a distinguishing mark of ocur instituilon, nemely, buoyanecy of
apirit and meargins of time and strength for extra-curricular activities. Thus we ses
disappearing many attractive features of our life and work, e. g. & full time librarian,
The A. U. C. Heview, Sports Day, the Science Exhibit, the dramatic performances, a
naermanent man for Tressurer. all this is rehearsed not by way of complaint, Tor the
staff recognizes the financial liwitations of the Trustees, bul beesuse, as President,
I find myself perplexed as to the best course o be followed: that of some drastic
abandonment of some ssctor of our program or that of the continued maintensance of a
program which taxes to the limit our pressnt strength.

le The College of Arts and Sclences.

The past yvear hss witnessed seversl basic chenges which were outlined

in my Heport a year 4go.

The Preparatory Course {or what remained of it) together with Freshman

Year of the College, was to be converted indo a Sritish course of siudies leading,
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Tor this year, to the Oxford-Cambridge Certificate examinabtions and hereafier to the
London University Matriculation examinabti-ns. This nhas laid upon all teachers a heavy
- burden of change in text books, in methods and emphasis on subjleet matter. Six
students went up Tor their exsminations this June and four passed. The Faoulty

counted only ong of the six really qualified, because the class had been following the
British course but one year. Furthemmore, the faculiy Judge it imperative to open
classes for the Tirst three Forms of this class, if we are io successfully compete with
other schools and have a creditable number of passes in examinati na; at this time we
only offer Forma IV, V and Vi. The British Residence has gent us word thait the Iondon
Hatrieulation examinations will be open to cur students in the spring of 1936, although
& later conversation seemed to imply the necessity of securing the econsent of the
Bgyptian Ministry of Zduesation, which was expacted.

Steps are being taken %o glve s professional character to the three College
yveara new leading to the B. A. degree and a giart will be made nlong lines of Journale
isms The demand for a purely cultural ccllege course is as yet very fesble in the
entire Near Zast und 1t is hoped that the new preofessional charectsr of these years of
advanced study {(i.e. in advance of Covermment standards) will atitract more studenis
to it.

The Govermmeunt Secondary Course, which we were oflering in Arablc and
which the Trustees felt should be malniained, has been operated with the usual success
and limitation. It has been = link between us and the national sysitem of edueation in
Egypt. A8 a proof of the good will of the Minlstry of Zducation, a grant of L.E.100 has
been paid to us. Most significant however are the Tuburs nosaibilitiss of this course

iT certain reforms nledged by the new and brillisnt Minister of Bdueation, Naguib el

Hilali Bey, are carried oub. His Jepori condemned the Jovernment course at the very
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points at which our College faculty had felt so oubraged by its quality and spirit

that they had recommended its discontinuance. Should the Minister's Heport really be-
come effective, it would be possible for us to achieve many of our high eduestional
ideals in and through the fovernment course ingtead of through foreign courses, whether
British or American. &t any rate the cutlook is very hopeful for our future cooparation
in the Zzyptian aystem of education.

Most eager will the Trustees be to learn what success has atbtended the new
system of Opticnal or rather alternative, courses in respect io relizicus edueation.
The classes, teachers and subjects taught wers as followa:

Mr. Kiven - "Blographies of Great Men" - Form IV and conscientious objectors
of Porms V & VI
Dr. MeClenahan - "an Introduetion to the Bible” - Form V

Dean Galt - "Gospel of Hark and II Kings" - Form VI, 9 Christians, 3 Moslems,
gnd 3 Jews, offering Bible in the London Txzaminations.

Dean Galt - "The ilodern Use of the Bihle" - Sophomore Class.
Ir. ¢. C. Adams -~ "Introduction to Philosophy™ - Juniors and Senicrs.
Abdel Gawad - "Government Bihies Course"™ -~ Third Year Covernment

Ho one available - Hons - Fifth Yesr “overnment

It should be e.plained that the difficulties of handling Fifth Vear Jov-
erament are so great, in respect o language (arabie), to religious sensitiveness (mostly
loslems] and crowded curriculum, that it requires a person of the highest equpment to
carry such & course successfully with this class and no one with the neecesasry equipment
was available.

a8 to the operation of the daily Assembly pericd, Dean Galt reports, "The
lesunching of the alternative exercises was a most difficult task in conneetion with the
Aesembly exerclses. The Faculty feared thet unless the matier was properly presented,

the nony-Christian studenis might bolt completely to the secular meeting. Consequently,




all the students of the College were reguested to atiend two regular Assembly exer

giges in order Ho see the nature of them. Al%er this, they wers allowed to make their
choice. Of the 82 non-Christian students only 15 voted to attend the alternative.m

Much else of interest concerning the College is reporied by Dean Galt,
but space forbids its lnclusion here. There are valuahle reports on the year's exper-
iencas in Biclogy, Fhysies, Chemistry, English, Freunch, the Soecial Selences, oubside
field work, athletics and extra-curricular activities, and on the Scholership Grants.
We pass these by regretfully and conclude with a statistical summary.

Enrollment Statistiecs: Forms IV - VI, 51; College (Sophomore, Junior,

Semicr), 29; Govermment, 78; Total, 155. New students, 74; old, 8L. Men, 148; women,
13. HEgyptian, 182; Armenian, 16; Pelestinian, 14; Oreek, 4; American, 4; Italian, 2;
British, %; Syriem, 3; and one each of French, Iragian, Malayan, Sumairan, Belglan,

Thirteen different naftionalities in all.

2. Schocl of Oriental Studles.

In his Report con the year's work in the Scheol of Oriental Studies, Dean
feClenahen emphasizes the changed situation which affects this Schools There formerly
it was for the most part a missionary training school, in so far as language study is
concernad, the diminishing stream of missionary recruits has reguired the cultivation
of a supplementary constituency in non-missicnary cireles. To meet the requirements
of this group has called for many changes, e. g. other courses of study, developing
a kuowledge and use of a business and secular vocabulary, not merely religious and Bib-
lical; & yearly calendar rumning from September to June, ingtend of from Wovember to
wovember with the inconvenienge of a summer break; end alsc & program cf publieity
reaching Government, diplomatic, dusiness and cther circles. Thrmge changes have hean

smghinent for a number of years but it seemed impossible to get them made until the

Sehool was given & full tise Desn in Dr. KeGlenshan, who could earefully and patiently




